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AMENDMENTS T6 THE CLAIMS 





. *)\ . (Amended) A method for ohtputing outputting reconrmended preferences 
based on^determined preferences, the method executing on a computer system, the computer 
system including a processor, database, an input/device and an output device, wherein the 
database includes a plurality of datafiles each containing a plurality of preferences, the method 
comprising the following steps: 

accepting signals from the inpdt device to indicate a plurality of user preferences; 
using the processor to search /the database and to determine the number of user 
preferences that match preferences ink given dataf le; 

using the processor to identify datafiles with a number of matching preferences 
above a first threshold number; 

selecting preferences fratk the identifed datafiles, wherein the selected 
preferences do not match the user preferences; and 

outputing outputtine . by means of the outpi it device, the selected preferences. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the preference is an artist's name. 

3. (Original) The method oflclaim 1, wherein the preference is the title of a movie, 

4. (Amended) The method pf claim 1, wherein the computer system further includes 
a data communications networ k, a first/user input device. :md a second user input device , 
wherein the processor, database, first user input device, second user input device and output 
device are coupled to the network, wherein the first and second user input devices are remotely 
located from each other. 

5 . (Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherei l the "selecting preferences" step 
further comprises the substeps of 

(a) for each unmktching preference in lie identified datafiles, determining the 
number of other preferences in the identified datafiles that match it the umatching 
preference and assigning the determined number tn the preference; and 

(b) using the processor to select one oi more unmatching preferences with the 
highest assigned numbers] 

6. (Original) The mejihod of claim 1, wherein the number of preferences in a datafile 
is limited to 10, and wherein the/first threshold number is 5. 
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7. (Original) The method of clairfi 5, wherein he number of preferences in a datafile 
is limited to 10, and wherein only those unlatching prefer snces that also appear in 50% or more 
of the identified data files are selected in sujistep (b). 

8 . (Amended) An apparatus fop identifying pr< >ferences, the apparatus comprising 
a processor; 

a database coupled to the processor; 

means, coupled to the processor, for accepiing signals to indicate first and second 
preferences; 

means, coupled to the pcbcessor, for creatrig an association between the first and 
second preferences and for storing the first and s icond preferences in the database as a 
first datafile; 

means, coupled to tlie processor, for accepting signals to indicate a user 
pfelerencerw k e r e in th e user jfr e f e r e nc e is the s'ain * "og th e nrsEpref e r en ee; 

means* coupled to th^ processor, for deterr lining that the user preference matches 
the first preference; 

means, coupled to tlfie processor, for retrieving a correlated second preference 
from the database; and 

an output device, ^oupled to the processes for outputing outputting the second 
preference. 

9. (Amended) A method for recommending music selections based on a user's 
preferred music selections, the method including a compu;er system, the computer system 
including a database, input device and output device, the inethod comprising the following steps: 

storing a plurality of associated music selections in the database; 
accepting signals from the user input devi :e to indicate a plurality, m, of a user's 
preferred music selections; 

using the processor to determine that :i number^-*^ of the preferred music 
selections match with/the associated music selections in the database; 

using the processor to determine the nimber of unmatched associated music 
selections in the database; and 
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outputin g outputting, by means of the otriput device, the unmatched associated 
music selections. / 

1 0. (Amended) An apparatus for recommenninj j music selections based on a user's 
preferred music selections, the apparatus comprising:, 

a computer system including a database; 

means for storing a plurality of associated nusic selections in the database; 
means for accepting signals from flie user input device to indicate a plurality, m, 
of a user's preferred music selections; 

means for determining that a nu£nber, n, of the preferred music selections match 
with the associated music selections jn^the database; 

means for determining the m^feaber of unmatched associated music selections in 
the database; and 

means for outputina outoutti&g the unmatched associated music selections. 

1 1. (Amended) A method for outputing outputling an ordered list of recommended 
objects based on an input object, the computer system including a processor, database, input 
device and an output device, the methocy comprising the fc llowing steps: 

using the processor to store pairs of ranked objects in the database; 

using the processor tcy assign a ranking r umber to each of the pairs of ranked 
objects and storing the ranking number as associat ?d with the pair; 

accepting signals from the input device to indicate an object; 

using the processo/ to find occurrences sf the selected object in the pairs of 
ranked objects; 

for each pair in jfohich the selected objec occurs, determining the object in the 
pair that does not matchf the selected object; 

using the processor to order non-matching objects into a list according to the 
ranking number for tne pair that the non-matching object belongs to; and 

outputing ourputting the list as an ordered ; ist of recommended objects. 

1 2. (Original) Tme method of claim 1 1 , wherei i each object is an artist's name. 

1 3 . (Original) The method of cl aim 1 1 , wherei i each object is the title of a movie. 
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1 4. (Amended) An apparatus for o s tputing outj utting an/frdered list of recommended 
objects based on an input object, the apparatus comprising 

a computer system, the computer system ;r^fuding a processor, and a database, 
wherein the processor is coupled to the database^ 

pairing means, coupled to the proce^or, fcr storing pairs of ranked objects in the 
database; 

ranking means for assigning a ranking number to each of the pairs of ranked 
objects and storing a given ranking number as associated with a given stored pair; 

input means, couple^to the processor, for accepting signals from a human user to 
indicate a selected object; 

finding mea^s for finding occurrences of ti e selected object in the pairs of ranked 

objects; 

deterafining means for determining, for eadi pair, the object in the pair that does 
not matcMhe selected object; 

'ordering means for ordering non-matchirg objects into a list according to the 
raxtfcing number for the pair that the non-matching object belongs to; and 

output means, coupled to the processor, :or g utputing outputtine the list as an 
ordered list of recommended objects. 
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